
Quotes from Esther Vergeer and Aisam-Ul-Haq Qureshi Practice Session  - 23.01.11 
 
Roger Rasheed: 
 
“Firstly she’s a remarkable talent. The fact that she hasn’t been defeated in eight years and over 
400 wins is extraordinary.  Just watching her ability, and not only with the chair but just her 
racquet ability and her ability to hit the ball, she’s as pure as a modern day player as far as what she 
does with her racquet and what she does with the ball.” 
 
“All credit to her and she’s got great enthusiasm and love for the sport.” 
 
Mansour Bahrami  
 
“It was great, I’ve known Esther for four or five years at least, I met her at the Laureus World Sports 
Awards – she got the award.  I’m impressed by the way she can play and it’s very good and I’m 
supportive of what they do.” 
 
(Unbeaten record) 
 
“It’s great, I think she’s the Federer of tennis for wheelchair champions.  She’s doing a great job and 
I’m impressed with what they can do.” 
 
Esther Vergeer: 
 
(Instructing Asiam on how to play wheelchair tennis) 
 
“It’s very cool, he’s such a nice person.  The fact that he wants to be involved and do good things 
for wheelchair tennis, I think that is amazing.   Him and his doubles partner have this message they 
want to send out and wheelchair tennis is part of that because wheelchair tennis is going to be big 
in India and Pakistan, especially for the soldiers from wars.  That’s just an awesome thing and we as 
wheelchair tennis players want wheelchair tennis to become bigger and I think people from war 
are potential wheelchair tennis players; so that’s good that they really appreciate what we are 
doing and are trying to promote it.” 
 
(Did he have any talent today?!) 
 
“Of course if you are in the chair and you get the ball right at you or in a good place then it’s good 
to hit and he’s an awesome tennis player so he’s able to hit the ball well, but then if he needed to 
push or go from left to right he had some problems; but it took me 20years to get at this level, so it 
was good.” 
 
Sven Groeneveld  
 
“I started in October 2009.  It’s quite unique because I had no previous experience, but she felt that 
she needed a little bit of inspiration from somebody that is working the able body professional 
tennis and we live in the same country and I work for Adidas and that’s one of her sponsors, so we 
have been working for a little over a year and it’s been good.  For me really it was also the 
inspiration of what she has been able to accomplish so far is amazing and I am trying to learn from 
her.” 
 
(You would have to learn the ropes of wheelchair tennis) 
 



“I’m still learning! I know how difficult it is because sitting in a chair obviously you do feel that you 
are unable to do what you want to do.  But I have looked at it more differently, I’ve approached it 
more like what can she do and try to extend that ability that she has and not look at the disability 
but look at the ability and the ability in the chair.  That’s my main focus and as we are practicing we 
are coming up with different exercises to continue her streak.” 
 
(Her ability) 
 
“She’s obviously very strong but that’s due to the fact that she’s very dedicated to her sport and 
that is at the top of the world and they can be really, really strong at what they do.  Her core 
strength and her ability and mobility on court is phenomenal and better than anybody.  If she 
works on it daily it’s a commitment and a discipline that she has.” 
 
(Promoting wheelchair tennis) 
 
“The reason that I joined in is because I have a great respect for wheelchair tennis and I know how 
much they do for it as the able body.  They are committed as much as the able bodies.  Recently 
the ITF appointed me as an ambassador to wheelchair tennis to try to merge it a little bit more 
with the tour and with the slams.  All the grand slams are there and the ITF is making a big effort as 
well, so if we can get people from the tour, also the ATP or the WTA to pay attention to what is 
taking place is obviously the integration that we are looking for.” 
 
Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi: 
 
“Obviously she is a very, very inspirational athlete and once I read about her record about not 
losing any match in 404 matches is unbelievable.  The only other person I know is Gungi Khan and 
I met him in person, and a week ago I saw her training the next court to us and I just went and 
found out about her remarkable achievements in tennis and I just wanted to meet her in person as 
well.  She is a very, very inspirational athlete and normal athletes take things for granted, we have 
back aches we start moaning, we twist our ankle we start complaining and there she is without her 
legs and full of motivation and inspiration and I think it’s great.  More people should know about 
her achievements; we all know about Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer’s records, but none of them 
have achieved what she has achieved and I think it’s unbelievable. I think that the world of tennis 
and the public should also know about her achievements.” 
 
- Saw her playing at Scotch College 
 
“She is a living legend.” 
 
Chatting: 
 
Esther: “In my rehab centre I got introduced to sports and I was eight years old after surgery 
accident that I became paralyzed. I thought there’s a lot of things that I cannot do anymore, but in 
tennis, the main thing for me was that people didn’t stare at me – I wasn’t weird in tennis or in 
disabled sports and that just made me feel so good and made me realise that there was still so 
much out there.  I had no clue that I had some talent and I had no clue that there was a 
Paralympics games or a world ranking, but then I got into tennis and I thought I want to be the 
best I can be and to improve myself everyday and that’s what I’m trying to do.  I will never be as 
good as the able body guys and that’s ok.  I do my own thing and I try to do it at my best and I like 
it.” 
 



Esther: “Being around you guys I think, I want to train as hard as they do and I want to sweat my 
arse off!”  
 


